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As a female woodworker, I get great joy from 
hearing about other women involved in 
woodworking. I was given this book to look at 
over the weekend and was pleased to see it isn’t 
only a book aimed at women but is designed for 
men, children or anyone starting out. 
 
 
Patt Gregory, woodworking teacher from 
Mullumbimby, gives the reader a run-down of 
basic woodworking skills as well as tool and 
timber selection, she teaches the reader a range 
of skills through the construction of a shelf or 
box. As the book progresses and the skill of the 
reader increases, the tasks become more 
difficult. It moves at a good pace and is not 
intimidating for a novice woodworker. Patt’s 
warmth and patience is evident. 
 
The book is clearly written and informative and 
the step by step instructions flow well from one 
stage to the next, without making you feel foolish 
if you are having difficulty at any stage. The 
glossary is a great reference point. 
 
‘Woodwork for women’ uses simple terminology 
but always includes the technical names and 
descriptions of the different tools and joints and 
with each stage of the project you start to imagine how you could use these 
techniques on other projects such as tables, chairs and cabinets. It really 
stimulates your imagination as you become aware of the possibilities. There is 
loads of troubleshooting for when things go awry and these situations are often 
when you learn the most. 
 
One of my favourite parts of the book is seeing some of the women who have 
been students of Patt’s, proudly displaying their completed projects and telling 
their stories. The joy and satisfaction in having created something themselves 
really comes through. 
 
This book is a great starting point for anyone who has ever thought about 
picking up a hammer and chisel or who just wants to read about those who love 
what they do. Inspiring! 



 


